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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1. 



(CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for activating a merchant 



account for u se in conn e ction with configuring a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection 
with a merchant account comprising the steps of: 

during an on-line session with an applicant for a merchant account, 

receiving information from the applicant completing an application for 

the merchant account, 

receiving information from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale 
terminal for use in connection with the merchant account, 
i based on the received information, determining terms and conditions 

applicable to the applicants merchant account upon acceptance; 



the applicantjmdjthgine the on-line session, generating identification information associated 
with the merchant account and the point-of-sale terminal* the identification information 
comprising a merchan t in (MTO ) and a terminal ID CUD) : 

during the online session, configuring an account file for administration of the 
merchant account with the identification information; and 

configuring the selected point-of-sale terminal with the identification 
information from the account file . 

2. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim I , wherein the terms and 
conditions include a fee schedule for services relating to the administration of the merchant 
account, 

3, (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of configuring 
the point-of-sale terminal with the identification information comprises the steps of! 

4 




displaying such determined terms and conditions to the applicant 
relating to the administration of the merchant account, and 

receiving an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from 

the applicant; 

in response to the indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from 
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programming the point-of-sale terminal with the identification information; 

and 

shipping the point-of-sale terminal to the applicant 

4* (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of Claim 1, wherein the step 
of configuring the point-of-sale terminal with the identification information comprises the 
steps of: 

receiving a telephone directory number associated with a the point-of-sale 
terminal already in possession of &em the applicant; 

placing a telephone call to the directory number associated with the 
point-of-sale terminal already in possession of from the applicant; and 

reprogrammiiig the point-of-sale terminal already in possession of the 
a pplicant with the identification information during the telephone call 

5, (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, further comprising the steps o£ 

during the on-line session: 

determining a credit risk score for the application; and 

based on the credit risk score, establishing the terms and conditions for the 

merchant account. 

6* (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, further comprising the steps of, 
during the on-line session: 

determining a credit risk score for the application; 

based on the credit risk score, determining whether to accept the application; 

and 

automatically transmitting an e-mail message to notify the applicant whether 
the application has been accepted. 

7. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, further comprising the step of, 
during the on-line session, electronically issuing a visitation order requesting a physical visit 
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to the premises of the applicant to verify that the applicant is conducting a type of business 
stated in the application. 




8. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of receiving 
information from the applicant completing an application for the merchant account further 
comprises the steps of: 

prompting the user to enter business contact information; 
prompting the user to enter business premises information; 
prompting the user to enter business sales data; and 
prompting the user to enter business owner information. 

9. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the 
step of receiving information from the applicant completing an application for the merchant 
account further comprises the step of prompting the user to provide information relating to 
funding for the charges associated with administering the merchant account, 

10. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of receiving 
mfotmation from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with 
the merchant account further comprises the steps of: 

displaying a menu of point-of-sale terminal options; 
displaying a view control item in association with each option; 
receiving a user command selecting a particular view control item; and 
displaying an image depicting the point-of-sale terminal associated with the 
selected view control item. 



1 1 . (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
receiving a business type designation from the applicant; 
determining a business risk category associated with the business type 
designation; and 

implementing risk adjustment measures based on the business risk category 
associated with the business type designation. 
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12, (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1 1, wherein the step of 
implementing risk adjustment measures based on the business risk category associated with 
the business type designation further comprises the steps of: 

displaying a menu of risk adjustment measures; 

receiving a user command from the applicant indicating a preferred risk 
adjustment selection; and 

implementing the risk adjustment measures based on the preferred risk 
adjustment selection. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 11, wherein the step of 
implementing risk adjustment measures based on the business category associated with the 
business type designation further comprises the steps of: 

determining a reserve requirement; 
displaying the reserve requirement to the applicant; and 
receiving a user command from the applicant accepting the reserve requirement. 

14. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1 1, wherein the step of 
implementing risk adjustment measures based on the business risk category associated with 
the business type designation further comprises the steps of: 

determining a risk-adjusted fee schedule; 

displaying the risk-adjusted fee schedule to the applicant; and 

receiving a user command from the applicant accepting the risk-adjusted fee 

schedule. 

1 5 , (ORIGINAL) A computer readable medium storing 
computer-executable instructions for performing the method of Claim 1. 



fl6. (CANCELLED)} 



17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for configuring activating a 
morohant account for ugo in oenn e otion with a point-of-sale terminal for use fn coTmectinTi 
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with a merchant account , comprising the steps of, during an on-line session with an applicant 
for a merchant account: 

receiving information from the applicant completing an application for the 
merchant account including business contact information* business premises information, 
business sales data, business owner information, and information relating to funding for the 
charges associated with administering the merchant account; 

displaying a menu of point-of-sale terminal options, displaying a view control 
item in associated with each option, receiving a user command selecting a particular view 
control item, and displaying an image depicting the point-of-sale terminal associated with the 
selected view control item; 

receiving information from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale terminal for 
use in connection with the merchant account including: 

determining a credit risk score the application; 

based on the credit risk score, e stablishing tho determining terms and 
conditions a pplicable to the applicant if accepted including a fee schedule for the merchant 
account; 

displaying the determined terms and conditions to the applicant relating to the 
administration of the merchant account; and 

receiving an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from the 

applicant; 

generating identification information associated with the merchant account and 
the point-of-sale terminal; 

configuring an account file for administration of the merchant account with the 
identification information; and 

electronically issuing a visitation order requesting a physical visit to the 
premises of the applicant to verify that the applicant is conducting a type of business stated in 
the application, 

1 8. (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim 1 7 S further comprising the steps of, 
either during or subsequent to the on-line session: 



S 
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programming the point-of-sale terminal with the identification information; 

and 

shipping the point-of-sale terminal to the applicant. 

19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of Claim 17, further 
comprising the steps of, either during or subsequent to the on-line session: 

receiving a telephone directory number associated with a &e point-of-sale 
terminal already in possession of fte*a the applicant; 

placing a telephone call to the telephone directory number associated with the 
point-of-sale terminal already in possession of ftem the applicant; and 

reprogramming the point-of-sale tenninal already in possession of the 
applicant with the identification information during the telephone call. 

20. (ORIGINAL) A computer readable medium storing 
computer-executable instructions for performing the method of Claim 17. 




21, (CANCELLED^ 

I (CURRENTLY AMENDED') A method for configuring activating a 

m e rchant account for us e in conn e ction with a point-of-sale tenninal for use in connection 
with a merchant account, comprising the steps of, during an on-line session with an applicant 
for a merchant account: 

receiving a business type designation from the applicant; 

determining a business risk category associated with the business type 

designation; 

based on the business risk category associated with the business type 
designation, determining risk adjustment measures comprising a reserve requirement and a 
risk-adjusted fee schedule for services related to administration of the merchant account; 

displaying terras and conditions relating to the risk adjustment measures 
including tho rosorvo r e quirem e nt and tho riak adjusted foe sch e dul e to th e applicant ; 
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receiving an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions from the 

applicant; 

generating identification information associated with, the merchant account and 
the point-of-sale terminal, the identification information comprising a merchant ID fMTD) and 
a terminal ID (TTD) associated with a selected point-of-sale terminal: rad 

configuring an account file for administration of the merchant account with the 
identification information and the risk adjustment measures: and 

configuring the selected point-of-sale terminal with the identification 

information. 

jx£ (ORIGINAL) The method of Claim^ further comprising the steps of 3 
either during or subsequent to the on-line session: 

receiving information from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale terminal for 
use in connection with the merchant account; and 

configuring the point-of-sale terminal with the identification information. 

^3 24^ (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer readable medium storing 



computer-executable instructions for performing the method of Claim £2; 
(CANCELLED)^ 



26. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-controlled apparatus for 
configuring a point-of-sale, terminal foT use in connection with activating a merchant account 
during an on-line session with an applicant for the merchant account, for - uso - in - ^onnootkra 
widi a - pokit of oalo terminal , comprising: 

structure to receive information from the applicant completing an application 
for the merchant account; 

structure to receive information from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale 
terminal for use in connection with the merchant account; 

structure to determine terms and conditions applicable to the applicant's 
merchant aCCOunt fra^ On foe receive jnfoTmqtipn; 
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structure to send such determined terras and conditions to the applicant for 

display relating to the administration of the merchant account; 

structure to receive an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions 

from the applicant; 

structure responsive to the indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions 
from the applicant during the on-line session to generate identification information associated 
with the merchant account and the point-of-sale terminal, the identification information 
comprisin^ajmeTChMit ID (MID) and a terminal ID (TIP): 

structure to configure an account file for administration of the merchant 
account with the identification information during the on-line session; and 

structure to configure the selected point-of-sale terminal with the identification 

information, 

27. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The apparatus of Claim 26, wherein the 
terms and conditions include a fee schedule for services relating to the administration of the 
merchant account. 

28. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The apparatus of Claim 26, wherein the 
point-of-sale terminal is programmed with the identification information by the configure 
structure and then shipped to the applicant 



29. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of Claim 26, wherein the 
point-of-sale terminal is already in possession of the applicant and is configured by the 
configure structure remotely by a telephone call to a telephone directory number associated 
with the point-of-sale terminal to reprogram the point-of-sale terminal with the identification 
information during the telephone call. 



30, (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The apparatus of Claim 26, further 
including structure to determine a credit risk score for the application and based on the credit 
risk score to establish the terms and conditions for the merchant account. 
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3 1 . (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The apparatus of Claim 26, including 
structure to determine a credit risk score to determine whether to accept the application; and 

structure to automatically transmit an e-mail message to notify the applicant 
whether the application has been accepted. 

32. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The apparatus of Claim 26, including 
structure to electronically issue a visitation order requesting a physical visit to the premises of 
the applicant to verify that the applicant is conducting a type of business stated in the 
application. 

33. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The apparatus of Claim 26, including: 
structure to prompt the user to enter business contact information; 
structure to prompt the user to enter business premises information; 
structure to prompt the user to enter business sales data; and 
structure to prompt the user to enter business owner information. 

34. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The a pparatus m e thod of Claim 26, 
including structure to prompt the user to provide information relating to funding for the 
charges associated with administering the merchant account. 

35. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The apparatus of Claim 26, including: 
structure to send a menu of point-of-sale terminal options to the applicant for 

display; 

structure to send a view control item in association with each option; 
structure to receive a user command selecting a particular view control item; 

and 

structure to send an image depicting the point-of-sale terminal associated with 
the selected view control item to the applicant for display. 

36. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The apparatus of Claim 26, including: 
structure to receive a business type designation from the applicant; 

12 
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structure to determine a business risk category associated with the business 

type designation; and 

structure to implement risk adjustment measures based on the business risk 

category associated with the business type designation. 

37, (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The apparatus of Claim 36, further 

including: 

structure to send a menu of risk adjustment measures to the applicant for 

display; 

structure to Teceive a user command from the applicant indicating a preferred 
risk adjustment selection; and 

structure to implement the risk adjustment measures based on the preferred 
risk adjustment selection. 

38, (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The apparatus a Claim 36, further including: 
structure to determine a reserve requirement; 

structure to send the reserve requirement to the applicant for display; and 
structure to receive a user command from the applicant accepting the reserve 

requirement. 

39, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus method of Claim 36, 
further including: 

structure to determine a risk-adjusted fee schedule; 

structure to send the risk-adjusted fee schedule to the applicant for display; and 
structure to receive a user command from the applicant accepting the risk- 
adjusted fee schedule. 

Uf l (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-controlled apparatus for 

configuring activating a m e rchant aocount - fef uoo in conn e ction with a point-of-sale terminal 
for use in connection with a merchant account during an on-line session with an applicant for 
a merchant account comprising: 
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structure to receive information from the applicant completing an application 
for the merchant account including business contact information, business premises 
information, business sales data, business owner information, and information relating to 
funding for the charges associated with administering the merchant account; 

structure to send a menu of point-of-sale terminal options and display a view 
control item in association with each option to the applicant for display; 

structure to receive a user command selecting a particular view control item; 

structure to send an image depicting the point-of-sale terminal associated with 
the selected view control item to the applicant for display, 

structure to receive information from flie applicant selecting a point-of-sale 
terminal for use in connection with the merchant account including; 

structure to determine a credit risk score for the application; 

structure to e stablish determine the terms and conditions applicable to the 
a pplicant's merchant account including a fee schedule for the merchant account based on the 
credit risk score; 

structure to send the determined terms and conditions to the applicant for 
display relating to the administration of the merchant account; 

structure to receive an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions 
from the applicant; 

structure to generate identification information associated with the merchant 
account and the selected point-of-sale terminal; 

structure to configure an account file for administration of the merchant 
account with the identification information; and 

structure to electronically issue a visitation order requesting a physical visit to 
the premises of the applicant to verify that the applicant is conducting a type of business 
stated in the application. 

q^M* (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The apparatus of Cldrn^including the 
point-of-sale terminal is programmed with the identification information by the configuration 
structure and shipped to the applicant 
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y j jd. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The apparatus of Claim ^ wherein the 
point-of-sale tenninal is already in possession of the applicant and is configured by the 
configure structure remotely by a telephone call to a telephone directory number associated 
with the point-of-sale tenninal to reprogram the point-of-sale terminal with the identification 
information during the telephone call* 

1 y (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-controlled apparatus for 

configuring activating a m e rohantflooount for uoo in connection with a point-of-sale terminal 
for use in connection with a merchant account during an on-line session with an applicant for 
a merchant account comprising: 

structure to receive a business type designation from the applicant; 

structure to determine a business risk categoiy associated with the business 
type designation; 

structure to determine risk adjustment measures comprising a reserve 
requirement and a risk-adjusted fee schedule for services related to administration of the 
merchant account based on the business risk category associated with the business type 
designation; 

structure to send terras and conditions relating to the risk adjustment measures 
including tho rOGQrvo r e quir e ment and th e riak adjusted foo cchodulo to the applicant for 
display, 

structure to receive an indication of acceptance of the terms and conditions 
from the applicant; 

structure to generate identification information associated with the merchant 
account and the point-of-sale tenninal, the identification information comprising a merchant 
ID (MID) and a tenninal ID (TIB) associated with a selected point-of-sale terminal: ted 

' structure to configure an account file for administration of the merchant 
account with the identification information and the risk adjustment measures during the on- 
line session: and 

structure to configure the selected point-of-sale terminal with the identification 
information from the account file. 
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n^f ^ (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The apparatus of Claim ^Including; 
structure to receive information from the applicant selecting a point-of-sale 
terminal for use in connection with the merchant account; and 

structure to configure the point-of-sale terminal with the identification 
information. 



f£ y4S. (NEW) The method of Claim 1, wherein the information from the 
applicant selecting a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with the merchant account 
comprises selecting from a new terminal for the applicant or an existing terminal already in 
possession of the applicant. 

^ (NEW) The apparatus of Claim 26, wherein the information from the 
applicant selecting a point-of-sale terminal for use in connection with the merchant account 
comprises selecting from a new terminal for the applicant or an existing terminal already in 
possession of the applicant. 
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